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Save the Date 
Wednesday August, 29th, 2018 

Central Missouri Vegetable & Greenhouse Tour 

Produce Growing Memories 
By Norman Kilmer 

    Warm enough for everyone this summer? To me it seems on the early side for this extra warm 
weather to show up. Maybe I am just getting old and more forgetfull. This summer reminds me of 
what I remember of 1980. If I remember right, it started out a lot like this year. 
    This warm weather brings back memories of growing produce for the local produce auction.  At 
one time we grew 6 acres of vegetables. We had a mix of green beans, zucchini’s, tomatoes,     
peppers and fall crop items. Most of our produce was grown on plastic mulch with a drip line   
under the plastic. In the middle of the summer we irrigated 24 hours, 7 days a week. We turned 
several plots on for 6 hours, then turned them off and turned on the next several plots. The bad part 
about this was, the shower in the house just did not work too well unless you were right under it 
and it took forever to get enough of water in the bathtub to take a bath.  
    We would start the season out early in the spring with lettuce and radishes. These 2 crops really 
did not make us any money. They just gave us an early cash flow. For lettuce, we would plant 
Green Ice and Ruby red together. This made a nice, attractive lettuce blend with a nice color to it. 
For radishes we planted cherry Belle and French Breakfast. 
     For bunching the radishes, take the rubber bands out with you in the patch. As you pick or pull 
the radishes, band them right away. Lay them along the side of the row. When done, pick them up 
and take them to the water hydrant. Lay them on a bench or table with the roots facing all the same 
way. You can stack them on top of one another, but make sure the roots are exposed to you. Now 
take a water piston grip nozzle and wash off the dirt on them. They may not be completely clean, 
but close. 
    As soon as it got warm enough, we would start planting Green beans on a 2-week spacing. This 
way we had green beans all summer long. The varieties we planted were Strike and Tema. Tema, 
being a dark colored seed, takes the cold and hot weather well. Also, the trick to getting the beans 
to set in the warm weather was to keep them well watered. Beans were planted with a drip line 
right by the row. Green beans use 1” of rainwater per week. Since it did not rain on a regular basis 
here in the good old state of Missouri we had to add the water. On green beans, keep the soil damp 
at all times but not wet or you will drown them. By doing this you can pick beans 2 times a week. 
    If it does rain just before or right at the time you are picking green beans, you want to dry them 
as soon as possible after you pick them. It is not hard to dry green beans. Spread them out on a 
sheet of some type. Place 2 window box fans about 10’ apart from each other, facing each other. 
Turn on high. Have the green beans between the 2 fans. In no time at all, they will be dry. If you 
put them wet into a box or leave them too long in a bucket, they will mold.                   
    Right at the time we planted the green beans, we would also set out our 1st set of tomato plants. 
Usually 1,000 plants at a time. At least 2 varieties. We also planted around 100 cherry tomato 
plants. Sweet Chelsea is a good mid size cherry tomato that is more of a bush type plant. And do 
they produce tomatoes. Wow! Can almost taste one right now. On the bigger varieties we usually 
started with Mountain Spring & Mountain Fresh. There are some newer varieties on the market 
that produce alot more fruit than these 2 did back then.                                        (continued on page 2) 
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 MVGA  is the 
sponsor of the                  
Missouri FFA 
Vegetable                   
Production  
Proficiency 
Award   

Don’t Forget to Renew 

Your MVGA                        

membership! 

2018 Membership levels 
Student - $5 
Basic - $20 

Electronic - $30 

Full - $55 
Premier - $60 

Corporate - $110 
Lifetime - $350 

 

For membership application go 

to: 

http://www.moveggrowers.org/ 

 

or Contact Debbie Klindworth, 

Membership Manager  

573-378-5358  

    3 weeks later we planted the 2nd set of tomatoes. For this planting, we replaced 
the Mountain Spring with Florida 91. The 3rd set of tomatoes were planted 3 
weeks after the 2nd set. 
    My wife loved to grow zucchini’s also. The 1st planting usually was planted at 
almost the same time that the green beans and tomatoes were planted. The variety 
was Spineless Beauty. This zucchini was top producing zucchini at this time. You 
had to pick them every day or you had baseball bats. Never could sell one of 
these baseball bats to the ball players for some reason. As a rule, we planted the 
2nd set in about 3 weeks plus a fall planting in middle August. Right at transplant 
time, we gave a dose of Admire systemic insecticide to help control the cucumber 
and squash bugs. This gave us a 3-week control on the bugs.  
    In late April or early May, we usually planted the pepper plants. Planted all 
types of peppers. Sweet bells, Anaheim, Jalapenos and some specially hot       
peppers. Usually around 4,000 plants total. You can make money on peppers if 
you have a market for them. We sold all our produce through the Central Mis-
souri Produce Auction. Bell and Anaheim peppers were sold in the green stage in 
½ bushel boxes. The rest were sold in pint boxes with 12 pints per flat.  
    Pepper plants are heavy feeders. They need lots of fertilizer at the right time to 
produce a good yield. On bell peppers, as soon as the bell peppers start getting 
about 1” in size, it was time to start side dressing extra nitrogen. Bell peppers will 
use up to 40 pounds of nitrogen per acre every 2 weeks. I know of some growers 
that use this much per week. This can be fed through the drip lines. 
    Also to help size up the bell peppers and have the room to size them up on the 
plant, foliar feed kelp on the plants on a weekly spray program. Zone Products 
sold product we used with the trade name of Kelp Grow. This is a blend of sever-
al different kelps along with some biological. This product caused the pepper 
plant to have a longer stem between each pepper set. Also, it thickened the bell 
pepper walls so they did not sunburn as quick. 
    In the middle of June we planted the fall crops. Pumpkins and gourds. This 
crop you plant and let it just grow. Checked on them on a weekly basis to check 
on the bugs. We transplanted almost all of our fall crops. This way you did not 
have to worry about the mice getting the seed before it germinated. Here we also 
put Admire in the transplant water to help control the cucumber and squash bugs. 
Usually 3 weeks later we would apply the 2nd dose.  
     All of the crops had drip lines. This way we could water as needed and could 
apply the fertilizer as we planted it. By taking regular tissue test, you could adjust 
the fertilizer needs for each crop. Sure this was an extra cost. However, it paid in 
the long run. This way, you know what the plant needed at that stage of growth. 
Also, it kept you from using too much fertilizer. So there was a saving in the   
fertilizer, plus the crop produced a lot better. 
    Another thing we found out the hard way was to do soil testing on a yearly  
basis. When we first started growing produce, we did not take any soil tests. My 
dad never did a test on his dairy farm so why should we need too for vegetable 
production?  Boy were we wrong. 
                                                                                         
(continued on page 3) 
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    The 1st 3 years we had good crops with good yields. The 4th year the yields went down and the diseases hit us 
hard. In the spring of the year, I would look up that crops needs in the Midwest Commercial Vegetable Production 
guide and that is what we used for that crop. Where we were double cropping, I again looked up the needs for that 
crop and applied that amount of nutrients needed. Boy was this a mistake. I wander how many pounds of fertilizer 
that we wasted this way. Plus once your soil is out of balance, it sure is hard to get back into balance again. Trust 
me, I know from personal experience.  
    After this hard knock of Hard Knock University, we took soil test every year. The field we had gotten out of 
balance was taken out of vegetable production and put in hay. I am still working on this field to get it closer to 
being balanced.  
    When the results of the soil test came back, we amended the soil as needed. In taking a soil test for vegetables, 
get the full complete test done. This would include NPK, all of the micronutrients and a water solubility nutrient 
test. If you get it done at the extension office, you will have to ask for these items or they will just run the standard 
soil test. For vegetable production, that soil test is no good. If using Midwest Lobotomies, ask for tests # S3C and 
H2O. The Midwest Test will cost you a total of only $27.00 at Morgan County Seeds.                                     
There are several other good soil labs out there also. 
 

Produce Growing Memories 
By Norman Kilmer   (continued) 

Missouri Botanical Garden has given permission to use the link below 
to view the  

Gardening by month pages 

 
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/

help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/gardening-by-month.aspx 

Penelope Beache would like to let all know 
that she has opened a restaurant on her 
farm.  It is a Botanical Afternoon Tea Room 

Here is the link.... we are fully sustainable.   
https://botanicaltearoom.com/ 
 
Penelope Beache, CIM    Vintagehomesteader@gmail.com   314.229.2496 
www.Vintagehomesteader.com  
 
Home of the BeauTEAful CommuniTEA Room and Botanical Sanctuary  
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There will be some farm tours this year. 
Scheduling is still going on. Anyone who would be willing to have their 
place as part of a tour you may contact Debbie at 573-378-5358 and she 
will let the officers of MVGA know.  There is an MVGA Tour tentatively 
scheduled for August 28th, 2018 in the Kirksville area. 

https://botanicaltearoom.com/
mailto:Vintagehomesteader@gmail.com
http://www.vintagehomesteader.com/
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Missouri FFA Association Thank You Notes 

 
Dear Mr. Bottom, 
 
Thank you and Missouri Vegetable Growers           
Association for sponsoring the Vegetable Production 
proficiency Award. I know this means so much to our 
members and shows them hard work pays off.  So, 
thank you for investing in the future of our industry. 
You are contributing to an amazing organization 
whose members will do great things! I hope this    
affiliation will continue to be great for both of us! 
Thank you again for helping make this convention 
great! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Adriene Aubuchon 
Missouri FFA Association Vice President 

 
Mr. Bottom 
 
On behalf of the Missouri FFA Association, thank you 
for your generous support of our convention. We truly     
appreciate the support you’ve shown not only Missouri 
FFA, but agriculture in general. I thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing members beam with pride as they witnessed a 
year of hard work, determination and team work pay 
off. This would not be possible without your support, 
and we truly appreciate it. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Paxton Dahmer 
Missouri State FFA President 

 
Dear Mo. Vegetable Growers Association, 
 
Thank you so much for sponsoring the Vegetable 
Production Proficiency Award this past week at the 
Missouri State FFA Convention. Through doing that, 
you ere able to help kids recognize their true       
potential while also letting them show case their 
hard work and dedication. Thank you so much. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Madison Bader  
Missouri FFA State Vice President 

 
Dear Mr. Bottom, 
 
I would like to thank you on behalf of all Missouri 
FFA members for your support of our state           
convention. With so many members working in   
vegetable production, it is awesome to see their    
labors be recognized and them smile because of it. 
Those smiles were endorsed by Missouri Vegetable 
Growers Association. 
 
 
Many Thanks, 
Quentin Cable 
Missouri FFA State Vice President 
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